		Surname1

Name
Tutor
Course
Date
Analysis of the “Life and Death of Peoples’ Temple,” by Moore
	The “Life after the death of Peoples' Temple," is a film that describes the historical and cultural plight of the early 1970s in the US. It is determined to respond to the reasons why there was a social commotion in the early 21st Century. During the early 1970s, many US residents could not embrace religion diversity resulting in social disorganization as postulated in the film. Either, the film provides a solution to the issues that complicated relationship among different religions in the early 1970s. The film focuses on how Jones manipulates some people until they committed suicide. Consequently, the film concentrates on how the temple was an integral part of the cultural trend and how it can be compared to contemporary religion. Most importantly, this paper will focus on the analysis of the “Life and Death of Peoples’ Temple,” to understand the tragedy that causes social commotion in the early 1970s. 
Background information
The Jonestown tragedy took place on November 1978 claiming lives of at least Nine Hundred members of the Peoples' Temple perished in a multitude suicide-murder. A propagator of the murder was called Jim Jones, who was the leader of the Americans of Guyana between 1931 and 1978. The murder occurred in a Jonestown, South America. Therefore, it was called a “Jonestown Massacre”(Moore 95-111). In the 1950s, Jones had introduced a religion in Indiana, which he later transformed into Peoples Temple. In the 1960s, Jones started a new temple in California. However, in the 1970s,   Jones moved with at least One Thousand believers to Guyanese after a defamatory statement from the media. In the Jungle, Jones promised to form a visionary community. On 18th November 1978, the US administration sent Leo Ryan to establish the defamatory claim as it was postulated by the Jones. However, on a fateful day, Jones commanded his believers to swallow "poison-laced punch” (Moore 95-111), under armed security guards, resulting in deaths of many people and social commotion in the US.
Reason for the commotion in the early 1970s
	Jim Jones, who incited his followers to relocate to California after he claimed that his temple was defamed by the media, propagated the uproar during the early 1970s. Jones, instead of allowing the government representative to investigate the defamatory claim, he instructed his followers to commit a mass suicide resulting in deaths of many members of the American Cult(Moore 95-111). Nonetheless, the decision made by members of the Peoples’ temple to commit suicide indicates how believers can be manipulated by their religious leaders, to accept some evil practices that can threaten their lives. Moreover,  the massacre  illustrate how believers  can be indecisive at times of dilemma scenario. However, believers are expected to be self-reliance, particularly at the critical moment involving their lives.  
New and old religions
Notably, believers of the early 1970s are hungry on how the new religion tries to answer their issues. For example, the new religion believes that early believers are rooted in the old tradition and not ready to accept revolution. They are being accused of over-dependence on religious leaders to solve their problem. Nonetheless, some are negatively criticized for being uncivilized due to their resistance to adapt to the new religion way of life in the contemporary world. However; Jones helps them by relocating the temple to avoid receiving constant abuse from the new religions. He ensures their unique relocation is far away from interference. Similarly, Jim Jones could contribute children from a low-income family to cater for their basic needs. 
How Jones manipulated people to commit suicide
	Jones had a better understanding of the common problem that minority people could face within society. He understood the challenge that faces the Latino population, and he, therefore, drew them closer to his philosophy.  Either, he realized how the minority race and the Civil Rights Movement were isolated by society. Thus, Jones made them believed that he could introduce an inclusive forum for them. Each person who heard Jones’ statement felt relieved and were ready to follow him. These people thought that they had a role to play in society. Many people ranging from children to seniors, started following Jones with the hope of restoring their dignity(Moore 95-111). Therefore, Jones aware of the people’s problems and pains, he builds a platform that united these people since many people were already happy with his mission. People were delighted since they felt they would not be isolated. Nonetheless, Jones' determination to unite all the races attracted many people since they felt they would belong to one community under his leadership. People were tired of being racially discriminated by the US administration in the early 1970s. Therefore, when people learned about Jones idea, they readily accepted. Consequently, people came closer to him knowing that their problem would be solved and soon they started following his doctrines. Notably, Jones initiative of helping children from all races by readily adopting them attracted many people to him. Many people felt that his faith would have united all races hence restoring dignity in the society. Consequently, he could help poor people from all races by giving them financial support, thus swaying many people on his side.  Thus, when he claimed that the media had implicated its religion and the need for relocation, people readily accepted(Moore 95-111). Additionally, he made people believed that the US administration was not supporting their ideas. He made his followers believed that their plights were contributed by the US government. Therefore, when government sent his agent to investigate the offensive claim, people felt they were targeted and trusted Jones order to commit suicide.
Comparison of early and contemporary temples
Notably, in the early 1970s, there were many members of the temple, unlike in the current temple where the number continually reduces because of much religion that exists. In the early 1970s, there were few religious leaders. According to Moore (95-111), Jones was the only spiritual leader. However, in the current religion, there are many religious leaders. For example, pastors, and bishops.  Nonetheless, during the early 1970s, only a few religions were founded as evidenced by (Moore 95-111). There was only one temple called the Peoples' Temple. In the contemporary world, there are several religions with many believers. This implies that the unity of the believers was more paramount in the early days than in the current religions. Either, first religions were more accommodative to ideological differences than the current denomination. The existence of many recent religions is due to presence of ideological differences between members and leaders of the religion resulting in the disintegration and opening of a new religion (Moore  95-111). 
	Concisely, from the above analysis, it can be summarized that Jones contributed both negatively and positively in the building of the social order in the US. He undoubtedly managed to unite all human races under his temple. However, manipulated his followers to commit suicide resulting in the creation of new social disorder in the country. Therefore, followers should learn to be rational while following the commands of their leaders.
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